
www.ecb.europa.eu © 

Focus on special 
characters in 
SCT Inst 

Latest update 

5 July 2023



www.ecb.europa.eu © 

Outcome of the TIPS-Consultative Group meeting
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• The topic “Use of special characters”, and more specifically on the handling of XML
escape characters between two instant payment platforms, was raised during the last
TIPS-CG meeting:

o Presentation of Deutsche Bank: some platforms are allowing the use of some special
characters to some fields like the End-to-End Identification

o Solution suggested by Deutsche Bank:
 Option 1: to raise a change request to EPC rulebook
 Option 2: to harmonise the allowed characters between TIPS and RT1

• The ensuing discussion at the TIPS-CG meeting recommended as a first step to check
the topic with the EPC as the current rulebook appears to prohibit the usage of
special characters in identifiers fields (such as End-to-End Identification)
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EPC documentation
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• The implementation guidelines (IGs) document, i.e.
EPC122-16 - Inter-PSP IGs says the following:

https://www.europeanpaymentscouncil.eu/sites/default/files/kb/file/2022-10/EPC122-16%20SCT%20Inst%20Inter-PSP%20IG%202023%20V1.1.pdf
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EPC documentation 
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• In fact, the IGs refer to a clarification paper, i.e.
EPC230-15 - Clarification Paper on the Use of
Slashes in References, Identifications and
Identifiers, which in turns refers to a best practice
document, i.e. EPC217-08 - SEPA
REQUIREMENTS FOR AN EXTENDED
CHARACTER SET (UNICODE SUBSET) BEST
PRACTICES

 §6.3. Rules for selected ISO 20022 XML data elements of the EPC217-08 states that:
• “The general rule is that data elements that are processed by computer systems must be limited to the Latin

character set.”
• “Senders must ensure that the content of Identifiers/reference data elements (i) Is restricted to the restricted basic

Latin character set (ii) Must not start or end with a ‘/’ (iii) Must not contain two consecutive ‘/’s anywhere in the data
element”

https://www.europeanpaymentscouncil.eu/sites/default/files/kb/file/2023-02/EPC230-15%20v2.0%20Clarification%20Paper%20on%20the%20Use%20of%20Slashes%20in%20References%20Identifications%20and%20Identifiers.pdf
https://www.europeanpaymentscouncil.eu/sites/default/files/KB/files/EPC217-08%20Draft%20Best%20Practices%20SEPA%20Requirements%20for%20Character%20Set%20v1.1.pdf
https://www.europeanpaymentscouncil.eu/sites/default/files/KB/files/EPC217-08%20Draft%20Best%20Practices%20SEPA%20Requirements%20for%20Character%20Set%20v1.1.pdf
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Way forward – Position of the EPC
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• The EPC was approached. It was indicated that this issue was seen as one that
should be addressed at scheme level

• Position of the EPC was asked:

o Topic to be discussed as part of the EPC internal Work Block in charge of
working out the EPC’s own change requests (CRs) and of reviewing CRs from
external parties (7 June)

o EPC Payment Scheme Evolution and Maintenance WG (PSEMWG) will be asked
as well for its views (22 June)
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Thank you for your attention!

TIPS@ecb.europa.eu

www.ecb.europa.eu/paym
ECB: market infrastructure and payments
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http://www.ecb.europa.eu/paym
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